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Ole Miss athletes pursue licensing deals

CATHERINE JEFFERS

thedmsports@gmail.com

On July 1, the NCAA
officially declared that all
student athletes could begin
making money off of their
name, image and likeness
(NIL)
through
different
endeavours of the athlete’s
choosing. Before this change,
NCAA
college
athletes
had a decision to make: to
play college sports without
profiting off of their success, or
to lose their playing eligibility
by turning professional and
making a profit.
This
decision
comes
after years of controversy
surrounding the notion that
while college athletes were
making money for their
universities, they were not
making money from them.
Nancy Skinner, member of
the California State Senate,
became a figure-head in the
effort to end punishment of
NCAA athletes who signed
endorsement deals.
Skinner introduced the
legislation in September 2019,
stating, “What other billiondollar industry could rely on
college students as the source
of their revenue and deny
them any type of income?”
When it comes to the
logistics of the rule changes,
ESPN Staff Writer Dan
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Matt Corral escapes a tackle from Indiana’s Jerome Johnson.
Murphy states that “Athletes
are anticipated to appear
in
national
advertising
campaigns;
partner
with
brands to advertise through
social media channels; start

their own youth sports camps
or teach lessons; launch
their own businesses; sell
memorabilia;
make
paid
public
appearances
for
speaking events or autograph

Fauci: Vaccinated Mississippians
should continue to wear masks
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

On Sunday, Dr. Anthony
Fauci expressed that he would
wear a face mask, even though
he is fully vaccinated, if he
were to visit Mississippi — the
state with the lowest number
of vaccinations. He also
suggested that it might be wise
for vaccinated Mississippians
to wear masks as an extra
measure of caution.
Presently,
only
36.3
percent of Mississippians
have received one dose of the
vaccine and 29.9 percent are
fully vaccinated, according to
the Mayo Clinic’s COVID-19
vaccine tracker. This puts
Mississippi last behind a
slew of other southern and
midwestern states with low
vaccination rates. These are
the areas that Fauci would
wear a mask despite his
vaccinated status.
Fauci said on NBC’s ‘Meet
the Press,’ “I might want to go
the extra mile to be cautious
enough to be sure that I
get the extra added layer of
protection, even though the
vaccines themselves are highly

signings; and use their NIL
rights in a variety of other
creative ways.”
Some Ole Miss athletes
have already begun pursuing
marketing
ventures
to

thedmnews@gmail.com
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effective.”
Fauci is not the first public
official to turn their eyes
toward Mississippi over poor
vaccination numbers. On June
22, First Lady Jill Biden visited
a Mississippi vaccination site
in Jackson, where the Delta
variant is spreading, to ease
vaccine hesitancy and implore
residents to get vaccinated.
In addition to Mississippi’s

SEE NCAA PAGE 6

Oxford to hold
Olympic sendoff
parade

JACOB MEYERS

Mississippi currently has the fewest vaccinated citizens in the United
States.

increase their profitability.
Quarterback Matt Corral has
joined efforts with Dreamfield
Sports, a company created

As Sam Kendricks and
Shelby McEwen prepare to
compete at the Olympics, the
board of aldermen has voted
to hold a sendoff parade
around the Square before they
leave. The parade will be held
on Friday, July 16 at 5:30 p.m..
Traffic will be blocked off from
the Square, North Lamar and
14th street for the parade.
The parade will include
the Oxford and Lafayette
high schools bands, dance
teams and JROTC members

to help celebrate Kendricks
and McEwen’s journey to
the Tokyo Olympics. Anyone
around the town is invited
to join the festivities along
the Square and help line the
streets with flags or signs and
encouraged to use the hashtag
#JumpOxfordJump.
Kendricks
will
be
competing in the men’s
pole vault and McEwen will
compete in the men’s high
jump at the Olympics. The
Tokyo Olympics begin with
the Opening Ceremonies on
July 23.

low
vaccination
rates,
COVID-19 cases are also
rising. Mississippi has seen an
increase in COVID-19 cases
across June, according to the
Mississippi State Department
of Health’s (MSDH) COVID-19
data. The Delta variant, which
is highly transmissible, more
contagious and can lead to

SEE FAUCI PAGE 4
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Balloons, bicycles and rac
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS
thedmphotos@gmail.com

Mississippi’s Championship Hot Air Balloon Fest, hosted by Canton Tourism, provided entertainment for all ages over the July 4th weekend. Festivities
began Thursday, June 1, with a launch party from the Historic Courthouse Square and culminated on the evening of Saturday, July 3, with the Kids’ Fun Run,
the adults’ two and four mile runs, and the much anticipated Balloon Glow event. The festival also included a 10 or 30 mile bike ride, golf ball drop
fundraiser for Good Samartian, and fireworks.

A young girl accepts a high five from a spectator as she completes the Kids’ Fun Run.
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ces, oh my!

Above: Bikers pass the 25 mile point during the 30 mile
Saturday morning bike ride.
Right: A crew completes the final stages of preparing their
balloon before the Balloon Glow.

Famlies mingle during the Balloon Glow event.
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FAUCI

continued from page 1
more severe illness, has become
the dominant strain of the
disease in the United States.
Thomas Dobbs, Mississippi’s
State Health Officer tweeted
on Wednesday, “From 6/156/25–78 percent of COVID
cases were Delta variant. Now
seeing the predicted rise in case,
hospitalizations and COVID
like illnesses. If you are not
immune, not vaccinated, please
be careful.”
Dobbs also tweeted that of
the 11 COVID related deaths
announced
in
Mississippi
on Wednesday, 10 were
unvaccinated individuals.
Despite rising cases and low
vaccination rates, Mississippi
is determined to return to
normal. Governor Tate Reeves
lifted statewide mask mandates
and COVID restrictions in
early March, and has shown no
inclination to reinstate them
due to Mississippi’s current
vaccination and infection rates.
In August, all eight of
Mississippi’s public universities
will invite students on campus
with no vaccination requirement

per the Institute of Higher
Learning. Masks will still be
required
for
unvaccinated
individuals.
As
Oxford
prepares
to welcome University of
Mississippi students back onto
campus, Lafayette county boasts
one of the highest vaccination
rates in the state, with 45 percent
of residents having received
one dose, and 42 percent being
fully vaccinated according to
the MSDH. This is well above
the state’s average and just
below the national average of
47.5 percent, according to the
Centers for Disease Control’s
COVID Data Tracker.
As most Mississippians
remain unvaccinated or wary
of the vaccine, Fauci continues
to
urge
those
residents
to get vaccinated and for
everyone—even
vaccinated
Mississippians—to
protect
themselves to the best of their
ability.
“As we’ve said so often,
vaccines are not, even as good
as they are and highly effective,”
Fauci said. “Nothing is 100
percent.”

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through
Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No
refunds on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
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Stacks of unused vaccine cards cover a table in the Tad Pad on the campus of the University of Mississippi.

REDUCE
REUSE
RECYCLE

To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
ACROSS
1- Savvy about;
5- Member of a great
Peruvian people;
9- Vittles;
13- Boxer Spinks;
14- Heat home;
16- Singer Laine;
17- Animate existence;
18- Fold;
19- Submarine;
20- Homecoming guest;
21- Dusk, to Donne;
22- Evoke;
24- Probability;
26- Among;
27- Rocky debris;
29- Amicable;
33- Seductively beautiful
woman;
34- Folk singer Joan;
35- War god;
36- Driving aid;
37- Lobster state;
38- Shoebox letters;
39- Declare;
41- Gillette brand;
42- Fab Four name;
44- Reassign;
46- Antagonist;
47- One with no capacity
for veracity;
48- Molecular
component;

49- Italian sausage;
52- Mannerism;
53- Name of 12 popes;
57- ___ the finish;
58- Rustle, as silk;
60- Sicilian volcano;
61- ___-majesté;
62- Specimen of genus
Aquila;
63- Potting need;
64- Due;
65- ___-do-well;
66- Carry;
DOWN
1- Leaf with Sanscrit
writing?;
2- Singer Sedaka;
3- Meat substitute;
4- Another;
5- Retard in movement;
6- Frasier’s brother;
7- Normandy city;
8- Doc bloc;
9- Spiny anteater;
10- A Baldwin brother;
11- Polo of “Meet the
Parents”;
12- Chimney residue;
15- Put into a list or an
inventory;
23- Falsehood;
25- Reading room;
26- Sports stadium;

SOLUTION TO 6.30.21 PUZZLE

27- Sift;
28- Words to live by;
29- Pixie;
30- Night vision?;
31- Suspicious;
32- North Sea feeder;
33- Toronto paper;
34- Ulan ___;
37- General bodily
weakness;
40- Associated;
42- ___-Cat;
43- Storm;
45- Milne’s “Mr. ___

Passes By”;
46- One engraving;
48- Brides walk down it;
49- Farm structure;
50- Once more;
51- Emit coherent light;
52- Buster Brown’s dog;
54- Langston Hughes
poem;
55- Apartment, e.g.;
56- Cut-price retail
event;
59- Pallid;

RECYCLE YOUR
SUDOKU©

DM

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CHALLENGING

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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OPINION
Hateful words and empty actions toward
the LGBTQ+ community on campus
was an affront to the daily
lives of some of our peers.
Though every queer person
from Mississippi has story
after story of transgressions,
never in my life had either of
us lived in a place where we
faced explicit prejudice almost
weekly.
The nature of these
transgressions, random slurs
shouted into the wind, allow
the offending parties to stay
anonymous. I couldn’t help
but think about running into
one of these nameless voices
in the library or at the dining
hall. Would they remember
me? Could I stand up for
myself if they decided to put
actions behind those empty
words? Would anyone even
care?
Ole Miss is filled with
organizations that tell you
that they do, in fact, care
about queer issues on campus.
The Associated Student Body
recently posted pictures of
queer people at pride events,
and affirms, in the text of an
Instagram post that there is a
“call… to respect the dignity of
each person, and this begins
with amplifying the voices
of marginalized students
at UM.” The sentiment is
promising, but the solution
to the problem that the ASB
identifies is partially within
their power to control. They –
along with other institutions
at the university – can post
that they want to lift up queer
voices all day long. How
though, does this uplifting
occur? From the looks of the
@olemissasb Instagram page
(I encourage you to take a look
for yourself) it appears that
pride month began and ended
on June 30th. Between its
series of 2021 pride posts and
the pride post from the year
before, LGBTQ+ issues were
only mentioned once. This
post was concerning MS SB
2536, a bill to ban transgender
athletes from competing
on teams of their identified
gender. The responsibility for

upholding LGBTQ+ rights was
shifted on the masses, rather
than the people tasked with
representing them.
Why is ASB not organizing
phone drives? If truly
concerned with equitable
representation in sports,
why aren’t directors of sports
programs being called to
testify in front of legislative
sessions? Why is it that the
only support that we, as queer
people get, are empty words,
empty promises and empty
calls to action that reveal
structural apathy to queer
issues?
To adequately unpack how
fundamental homophobia is
to power structures at Ole
Miss, let me provide you with
a case study in queerness on
campus. One of my favorite
parts of my freshman year of
college was the community of
peers that I gained by living
in Pittman Hall. As queer men
living under the guidance of a
queer CA, my roommate and I
felt like our corner of Oxford
was a safe and affirming one.
This all was until an
incident in our dorm
GroupMe. In again a seemingly
random act of hatred, a new
member was added to the
chat and immediately began
to call me slurs in front of
300 people. I was humiliated.
This was an official means
of communication set up by
student housing and this man
felt so confident in sharing his
prejudice because, up until
this point in his life, I can only
assume that he’d never faced
repercussions for his actions.
I shrugged the incident
off and went on about my
life. Queerness is often an
isolating experience. The last
thing that I wanted to do was
put a spotlight on myself. My
friends, on the other hand,
saw the incident differently.
Screenshots of the group chat
were sent by a number of my
friends to the guy’s fraternity,
and his letters were removed
from his bio on Instagram.
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In the heat of July, the
chill of Oxford winter seems
like a distant memory. As
the calendar proceeds on its
inevitable march, my early
morning walks to class from
Pittman Hall fade further into
memory. There’s something
unifying about a walk across
campus in the early hours of
the morning.
However, following an
experience in February, on
one of those brisk winter days
that seems so hard to recall,
memory is colored by a harsh
reality: your ability to enjoy
the community and closeness
of campus depends on who
you are. On an otherwise
unremarkable Tuesday, as I
speed walked across campus
alone, risking tardiness to
a class, a nameless group of
students in a truck changed
the way that I perceived our
campus forever.
“F*g!” screamed the driver
in my general direction.
Stunned, I froze. I grew up
in rural South Mississippi as
a self-identified proud gay
man, and never had a stranger
shown such random malice. I
am a staunch defender of the
place I grew up. Up until that
point, it was my impression
that though prejudice has
been built into so many of
the systems of Mississippian
society, most people kept to
themselves, or attempted
to put up that public face.
I’d experienced rumors and
closed-door comments, but
never had I been called out
in public by someone that I
didn’t even know.
This would not be the last
time I was slurred on campus.
My roommate and I, both gay
men, would face exponentially
more homophobic remarks
together. It seemed that
the mere existence of our
friendship and its place
on sacred campus ground
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The existing protocol, had
it been applied appropriately,
should have held this guy
responsible for his actions.
Through the grapevine, I had
been promised by members
of the fraternity that the man
had been removed from their
brotherhood. A week later
when I found this not to be the
case, I went to FSL. After an
initial expression of interest
by Dr. Doctor over email, my
requests for a meeting were
never followed up on.
Through his official
capacities as a CA, the person
responsible for my floor
filed a report with Student
Housing. Weeks later, my
building director contacted
me for a meeting, profusely
apologizing that it took so
long for him to catch wind of
the situation. The building
director, though weeks late,
was the only one that treated
me like a human being during
the whole situation.
Systems of power at Ole
Miss are structurally designed
to inhibit the voices of queer
people. Queer spaces that
exist on campus are allowed
to exist at the bequest of ASB
and administration. Though
I believe that spaces for
young queer people to exist
by themselves are important,
in practice, they have been
structured in order to take
conversations about the
queer experience away from
discords that impact power
and how it is distributed on
campus.
It is my sincere opinion
that Ole Miss is the most
beautiful campus in the
world. The structures that it

is built on are much uglier.
I don’t have a solution, but I
do know one thing: ASB, FSL
or whoever is appealing to
queer people for likes during
the month of June do not care
about queer people or queer
issues.
If the words of ASB’s
pride post, in name they are
“committed to amplifying
the voices of the LGBTQ+
community year-round.” Yet,
when it comes to advancing
and advocating for causes
that they do have power over,
our student organizations are
silent.
I am proud to be a part
of the Ole Miss community.
I am grateful that I have
experienced the magic
silence of the Grove in the
early morning. There is a
place for silence and serenity
and reverence for something
bigger than yourself in Oxford.
However, the place for silence
is not in the meetings of
student organizations.
Because, like it or not,
LGBTQ+ people are living
loud and proud in Oxford.
As equal contributors to this
community and everything it
stands for, we deserve to be
advocated for with meaningful
action instead of empty
promises.
We are better than the
labels that make us different.
It’s about time to be honest
about queerphobia on Ole
Miss’ campus. It is structural.
It is active. And, largely, it is
unaddressed.
Logan Baggett is a
sophomore from Petal
majoring in Spanish and
international studies.
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NCAA

continued from page 1
by current Division 1 athletes
McKenzie Milton and D’Eriq
King to help other college
athletes book local and national
marketing events. Matt Corral
is currently listed as ready to
book for $10,000 per hour – the
second highest price tag among
the athletes on the site. At the
moment, it is unknown whether
or not Corral has booked an
event.
Jerrion Ealy, Momo Sanogo,
Jonathan Mingo and Jalen
Cunningham are among other
Rebel football players listed on
Dreamfield, ranging from $250$500 per hour, a significantly
lower price tag than their
quarterback.
Ole Miss soccer’s sophomore
FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
center back Price Loposer is
the only female Rebel currently
Jerrion Ealy avoids Gator defenders in a loss on September 20, 2020. available to book on the site
at this moment, but it is likely
we will continue to see more

athletes list their time and
services on Dreamfield.
On
Saturday,
Rebel
defensive back Jakorey Hawkins
took to Twitter to announce the
launch of his personal brand,
HawkWorld.
Hawkins announced that he
would be releasing merchandise, and is looking to collaborate with businesses to promote
their products.
While it is still early in the
new age of name, image and
likeness, Rebel fans can look
forward to seeing Ole Miss athletes continuing to pursue different avenues for profit, including smaller brand deals on social
media and partnerships with local businesses. There is a bright
future ahead for college athletes,
promoters and supporters.

need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news
on Oxford and the Ole Miss campus
While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing,
our newsletter with the top news of the day.
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